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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: T 


q 


hours. This is Battalion Chie 


the Fire Department of the Cit 


he time is 1620 
f Ronald Kemly of 


y of New York. I'm 


conducting an interview with G 
Ladder 20. He is assigned to 


York City Fire Department. Th 


taking place in the quarters o 

office's quarters regarding th 

September 11, 2001. 

QO. Fireman KOZLOWSKI, tell m 
September 11. 


A. We just got relieved afte 


Escofrery and myself. We saw the p 
sort of over quarters and then the 


heard the initial crash. 20 truck 


FORGE KOZLOWSKI of 


Ladder 20 of the New 
e interview is 
f Ladder 20 in the 


e events of 


e what happened on 


vr 0900, Fireman 
lane coming over, 
initial crash. We 


and squad 18 took 


off right away and Kenny and I, we were just standing 


the bread truck, their other rig. 


Kenny and I got redressed 


same thing and we took off in their 


squad 18's rig and just before 20's 


there and Timmy Haskell with squad was there also and 


he was going down there, so they grabbed -- can I say 


and Timmy Haskell, 


hazmat spare rig, 


the hazmat rig. Approaching there we could see the 


tower, where the plane hit. We pulled up alongside 


rig, at that point 


G. KOZLOWSKI 


we were looking up and we saw the 


already. We thought it was parts 


people jumping 


of the building 


coming down, but it was jumpers. We must have seen, 


while we were standing outside at that point -- because 
we were looking on our rig for any tool that we could 
find. We didn't have radios. I think Timmy Haskell 


had a radio, but I will get back to that. 


So we got a couple of tools, I think two axes 


and a halogen, but no there was no radio around. As 


we went inside on the West Street side of the north 


tower into the lobby, I can't remember the companies 


really. There was a bunch of companies standing fast. 


I just can't picture it right now. We were right by 


the command post. I did see Ganci, Chief Hayden, 


Feehan, Von Essen, who els the aid 


1 , who was it, 


Kevin Wa, I think it was Kevin Wa, the aide. 


We first ini we wanted to tell 


tially, 


somebody that we were there, so they knew we wer 


ther We tried to get Chief Hayden because he knew 


us. We knew us while he was at Division 1 anyway. I 


think Kenny got -- did tell him. 
At that point we were just standing fast. We 
didn't want to go roam off far away because we didn't 


have a radio. At that point we heard more jumpers 
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hitting the outside awning. We thought it was stuff, 


but man, the sound of those bodies crashing down was 


unbelievable. I mean a giant thump. We did see bodies 


that got pulled out of the elevators because all the 


elevators fell. Then Kenny and I just thought well, 


let's just walk in the main lobby there and maybe try 
and pry open and see if anybody is left in the elevator 
itself. 

We did a quick walk around in that section, 


but there were only a couple that were closed. W 


could wedge it open a little and take a look. There 


were no other bodies. There was about three or four 
bodies that were pulled from the elevator and they were 
covered up already. 


We went back closer to the command post and 


at that point there were more jumpers and there were 


body parts flying into the lobby. At that point, they 


started to move the command post, because all that shit 
was just flying in, I mean, you know, chunks. 


Kenny and I -- I forgot who asked us -- it 


was one of the officers. At that point there were a 


lot of people coming down from the lobby, the loge 


area, and they were asking us to tell the people to 


keep moving, move, move. So he goes why don't you take 
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a walk up to the third floor, the third floor through 


the B stairwell. He goes people ar you know how 
narrow those stairwells are. As big as that building 
is. 


There was a lot of water coming down from the 


stairs. Lot of people were panicking, so we kept 


pushing them out, pushed them to that second floor 


lobby and then it was getting pretty bad out there, 


because I couldn't tell you what side, I guess the jet 


fuel and everything that was flying down was really 


kicking up on the outside. We let them know too, and 


we were afraid, because those big plate windows, we 


wanted to get the people away from there in case it 


blew and that's eventually what happened. Thank god 


Kenny and I, we closed off that door so nobody could go 
down there any more. 
At that point, we were -- I can't remember 


how long we were on that third floor pushing the people 


through. That's when we felt a big giant tremble, like 
a mini earthquake. That was the south tower 


collapsing. We didn't see it but we really felt it. 


All the lights shut down, the emergency lights on the 


stairwell and everything. People were starting to 


really panic. 
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Then there was another small explosion on 


that second floor. I guess it was that plate windows, 


everything going. That's when we encountered 5 


were coming down from the fourth floor or 


Engine. They 


whatever. I didn't see their officer. I might have, 


but it was dark at that point too, and then -- let's 


s there were a couple of other probies there. I 


think they were probies, because you know, you look, 


but it was mostly 5 Engine there working on -- to find 
another -- not a stairwell, an exit to go out. 
Luckily a person was coming down. I don't 


know from what floor but on the third floor encountered 


us. He says no, I know another exit down this way. 


Well. That was the only other door that we could get 


out. It was lucky, because a lot of the other peopl 


-- because it was pitch black now. So Kenny -- well 
we all lined up. It was not like a long walk, but a 
good enough walk to get to the other exit. It was good 


that guy found it, because I think we would have got 


stuck. That he knew about it, because I don't think we 


would have found it. 


the people not 


we just told 


Okay, so then we made a line and we pushed 


t to go through that third floor door and 


the people which way to go. Then we had 
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flashlights. Other people had flashlights so everyone 


made it and we kept pushing people through, go, go, 


move, move. There was one guy, we thought he was 


having a heart attack. We got him up and we put him on 


a chair. He was pretty heavy set. So I think it was 


one of the guys from 5 Engine that said keep going. I 
will stay here with him and try to get him out. 


So we just kept going, moved more through, 


went downstairs, got through -- it wasn't the main 
lobby where the command post was. We made it through 
that way. Got downstairs, and there was like a -- it 
was like a giant courtyard or something and somebody 
out there was a black Battalion Chief. I forgot his 


name. Another guy that says no, no, keep going through 


here. I don't even know what building it was that was 


adjacent to the Trade Center right there. It was 


closer to the West Street side. 


At that point, there were more jumpers in 


that courtyard and more -- there was quite a bit more 
debris from the building, falling from the upper 


floors. So we set up like a -- one guy stayed where 


the people were coming through and another guy ran over 


to the -- where that other building was or something. 


Couple of us would look to see if anything is 
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falling and then tell the people run, run, run and then 


wait to see if anything else fell. Luckily not too 


many things fell. It was good hooking up like that to 
make sure. 


At that point, all the people that were with 


us or whatever, there were quite a few. That was it. 


So at that point, I think the Chief says hang out here 


in case some other people come back. I know there was 


a proby with us, Escofrery, and another guy. The Chief 


took off. We heard like a lot of trembling and 
everything. So we better get out of here. This 
doesn't look good. There is no more people coming. 


So we started walking the same way the Chief 


went, and he was at the other end. He said the same 
thing. He said we better get our asses out of here. 
This doesn't look good at all. As we were walking, we 
heard -- we thought it was another plane coming. It 
was like a big shhhhh. A thousand times louder than 


that. It sounded like a missile coming and we just 


started booking. We took off like bats out of hell. 
We made it around the corner and that's when 


the shit hit the fan right then and there. We heard 


that loud and then ba boom. I just -- it was like an 


earthquake or whatever. A giant, giant explosion. 
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Kenny made it and those other guys made it around this 
bend here. I was like the last guy and I just turned 


around and I just sort of ffffffff, I just did a fetal 


position. I crawled down and held -- thank god -- that 


helmet saved my life: I just held onto it and the 


impact, I closed my eyes just the impact, I could 


just feel shit hitting me, flying. 


I think something fell on my back that 


protected me from some of the other stuff that fell. 


Luckily a couple of things hit my helmet. Then it was 


just that impact and I was in a fetal position, just 


holding my helmet, shaking. Then this big gust came 
and I just went flying, maybe 30, 40 feet. Tumbling. 


I got up, got on my hands and knees because 


all of the white shit was all over me. I just kept 


crawling. My ears were like deaf, you know, when you 


hear a giant firecracker or something. I went 


crawling, spitting that shit out, and I couldn't see 


anything because everything was white. I just kept 
crawling. I tried to yell out Kenny, Kenny Escofrery, 
but everything was so muffled. I didn't know what else 


was going to happen. I just tried to fucking get out 
of there. 


Then I saw flashing lights. I said oh, man, 
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at least there is something there. At this point I 


didn't even know -- I thought it was like a part of 


the building collapsing. I got up to the car and it 


was like a Suburban and the lights were still on and it 


was running. I got in there, opened the door, there 
was nobody in there. At first I was just going to get 
in the Suburban and wait it off or something, wait 


until it cleared off. I said I'm getting my ass out of 
here. I don't know what's going to happen. 
So I kept crawling and I saw another flashing 


light and I was yelling out Kenny, Kenny, hey, anybody 


out there, help. That's when I heard Kenny. He 


already was walking back to see where I was. We met 


up. He goes let's go, let's go. Because we were dying 


of thirst now too from swallowing that shit. 


Then it started clearing up a little. We 


were on the West Street side. That was it. We just 
kept walking and just walking, trying to find some 


water. We saw some other trucks there. I forgot what 


companies. They weren't affected with it, but it was 


mostly everything was covered white. 


We made it to the street. There was a cop 


there with an open hydrant, washing everybody down. 


She was very nice. She said kneel down, because we 
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were covered in shit. We made it. We were on West 
Street. Got some water. We were just sitting there 
wanting to catch our breath. We were looking at this 
shit and saying, "oh, my god," I wonder where's our 


guys? 

Took a little rest there and we started 
walking back to ask people if they saw 20 or 55 or 
squad. That's initially A truck or something. A truck 
made it out, because they know our guys. That's why. 
At this point we saw -- oh, god -- we didn't catch up 


with anybody that saw 20. 


We waited there. We said let's hold off. 


Maybe some other companies will come out and we will 


ask them. Mayb like the first, second, third due 


companies that would know anybody if they did see 20, 


because initially they probably all showed up 


q 


together. They might have been on the same floor or 


they passed them on the stairwell. 


Hung out there for quite sometime. Just 
hoping somebody saw them or -- so at this point Kenny 
and I said we can't -- let's walk back to A truck. 


Maybe they know something. We got back to A truck and 
-- were they back already? There were a bunch of guys 


there already that got called for a recall. There were 
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some officers that retired that came down to help out. 


Lieutenant Woods, remember Woodsy? He was there. || 
Then a couple of the guys from A truck came 


back and they didn't -- they said they did see them on 


the stairwell. After that they lost them, before, 


because they were making their way down from the 30th 


floor or something. They saw 20 on the 35th floor or 


something. 28th floor or something. They weren't 


sure. I'm trying to -- 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay. 


Q. I have a couple of maybe clarifying points. 


Nothing -- when you said you responded with the red 
truck and you parked near squad 18 and Ladder 20, do 


you know where that location was? 


A. The Vesey Street. Do you know where that -- 
QO. Where the north walkway was? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That aide you said was Wah, Chris Wah, the 


Division 1 aide? 


A. Yes, yes. 


Q. When you said you met 5 Engine, originally 


you said you went to the B staircase, was that there 
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where 5 was, the B staircase? 

A. Yes, yes. 

Q. When you were escorting people out of the 
stairway from the third floor to the second floor that 
was also the B staircase? 

A. Uh-huh. It might have been -- no, that was 


the B. That was the B. 


Q. No Fire Department personnel came out, all 


civilians, other than 5 Engine? 


A. What I saw. Yes. Because they were behind 
us. We had to keep walking in front and these guys 


would stay by the door. 


Q. No other Fire Department units passed you? 
A. No. 

QO. That you know of? 

A. Yes. Because there were a lot of probies 


there, so I didn't know what companies. 
Q. When this guy directed you to the other exit 


down the hallway, that exit wasn't marked or anything, 


was it, like C exit? 
A. It was pitch dark. 


Q. It was basically a mezzanine type exit, a 


little wider staircase maybe? 


A. No, I wouldn't say it was wider. 
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Q. The two of you and basically 5 Engine? 
A. Right. 
Q. When you finally did get out, you headed 


towards West Street? 


A. Uh-huh. 


QO. That same corner that you turned was with the 
walkway? 
A. No, no, that wasn't a walkway. 


QO. When you left -- 


A. Okay, we went to the north walkway, so we 
were going opposite, we were opposite of that walkway. 


We were away from that walkway. 


QO. You headed back maybe towards Church Street? 
A. Yes, maybe, probably, yes. 
Q. When you came out, maybe you were on Vesey 


and made your way up to Church? 


A. I don't think it was Vesey, because it was 
all big like courtyards that we made our there was a 
loading dock that we went down. 


Q. Could it have been Barclay maybe? 

A. I don't know, maybe. We were going opposite. 
QO. You were east of where you were before? 

A. Right. We weren't close to that -- the 


walkway. We went way around. 
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QO. When you walked back towards West Street, did 


you happen to see any apparatus maybe destroyed? 


A. No, not at this point. They were all by the 
walkway 

Q. The only ones that you can remember are 18 
and 20? 


A. When we pulled up? 


Q. Right. 

A. Yes, 55. 

QO. You saw 55 Engine? 

A. I think so, because they were usually right 


there too. 


Q. They would have been parked in front? 


A. Yes. They would have been on West too. You 
know, when we do respond there, that's where we always 


park, right there. 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: If you have nothing 


else that concludes the interview. Thank you. 


